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NATURAL AREA WEEDS: Skunkvine (Paederia foetida)?

K. A. Langeland, R. K. Stocker, and D. M. Brazis?

« Fast-growing and has wide-ranging adaptability » Spread by transport of rooted fragments and
to different light, soil, and salt conditions. seeds.
* Invading disturbed areas and undisturbed native * Also aweed in landscapes.
plant communities, including sandhill, rockland . _ o
hammock, upland mixed forest, swamps and ' Nat!ve to eastern gnd southem Asig, skunkvineis
floodplains. an invasive plant species that was introduced to the
USDA Field Station near Brooksville (Hernando Co.,
« Creates dense canopies leading to damage or FL) before 1897 (Morton 1976). By 1916 it was
death of native vegetation (Figure 1). already reported as a troublesome weed in that area.

It was noted as escaping to thickets and fence rowsin
peninsular Floridain 1933 (Small, 1933). By 1977, it
was considered an economically important weed
(Reed 1977). It wasincluded in Category I, "Species
that are invading and disrupting native plant
communitiesin Florida,” of the Florida Exotic Pest
Plant Council List of Invasive Speciesin 1993. It was
added to the Florida Noxious Weed List (5B-57.007
F.A.C.) in 1999, making it illegal to possess, move,

or releasein Florida.

Skunkvine is most common in west central

Figure 1. Skunkvine growing over native shrubs. Florida, but is also documented northward to
Suwannee and Gadsden counties and southward to
» Has smothered out one of the remaining Broward County (see Atlas of Florida vascular
populations of the endemic, federally Plants, www.plantatlas.usf.edu, for current
endangered Cooley's water willow. distribution) and is reported from natural areas in
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