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CSI-Osceola (Creative Science Investigations at the Waterfront)
An Osceola County Invasive Aquatic Plant Teacher Training
For emergencies contact: Stacia Hetrick 407-454-3557 (coordinator)

DATES: 
July 7-10, 2009 
PURPOSE: 
To inspire educators to take this topic back to their students with enthusiasm! To provide teachers with expanded content knowledge and laboratory/field experience in the area of aquatic plant biology and ecology. Participants will learn new investigative techniques and instructional methods for exploring and teaching about Florida's diverse native, non-native and invasive plant and wildlife communities. Professional development points (CEUs) provided upon completion.

TO WEAR: 
(Tuesday-Thursday) Despite the heat, we recommend that you wear lightweight slacks and a long-sleeve shirt to prevent sunburn, scratches and bug bites. A hat is also strongly recommended along with sunglasses, socks, comfortable shoes and a light sweater for when we are inside. 

MISC: 
If you’re into documenting your adventures, a camera and binoculars are recommended. Snacks and drinks provided. (If you need special snacks, please go ahead and bring them.)
July 7 (Tuesday)
 Introduction to Aquatic and Wetland Plants in Florida
Location:  Osceola County Extension Office • 1921 Kissimmee Valley Lane • Kissimmee, FL 34744 • See directions at this link: http://osceola.ifas.ufl.edu • (321) 697-3000
9:00 a
Meeting room @ Extension Office: Welcome, orientation; pre-test; etc. (Stacia Hetrick/Amy Richard) ICE BREAKER (10 MINUTES – Amy) 

Drive to Brinson Park (in vans)

Plant Identification on a lake shoreline: locating easily accessible plant samples for student activities; an introduction to emersed, floating and floating-leaved, and submersed plants (Colette Jacono — UF/IFAS CAIP, Ed Harris- FWC) 

Drive to Extension Office and Restroom break

Lunch (provided): Corner Bistro.  Presentation by Lisa Petit- U.S. Customs and Border Protection



Introduction to the Florida Invasive Plant Education Initiative (Amy Richard) 
Silent Invaders presentation / Website intro / etc. 10 min
Preview PSA short videos 

Ed Harris (FWC) presentation: challenges faced by plant managers AND citizens 



Gross Plant Morphology Lab & Magnify It Activity (Colette Jacono) 

Brett Bultemeier (UF/IFAS) – A Closer Look at Herbicides

CAIP education website On-line Scavenger Hunt (Rob Horsburgh) and review notebooks
End 4:00 p

Review – prepare for tomorrow (explain itinerary etc.)
July 8 (Wednesday)  Why Do We Need to Manage Invasive Plants? 
Location: Osceola Schools Environmental Study Center (Scrub Unit) • 2800 W Southport Road • Kissimmee, FL 34759 • From Pleasant Hill Road, go East on W Southport Road for ~ 1 mile. There will be a sign and the Study Center will be on the right.  

• See directions on website page: http://maps.google.com/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr=1921+Kissimme+Valley+Ln,+Kissimmee,+FL+34744&daddr=2800+w+southport+road,+kissimmee,+fl&hl=en&geocode=&mra=ls&sll=28.151774,-81.42928&sspn=0.003335,0.004812&ie=UTF8&ll=28.222735,-81.382942&spn=0.213267,0.307961&t=h&z=12 
9:00 a
Meeting room @ Study Center: Housekeeping/announcements; boating safety, etc. (Stacia Hetrick)


Drive to Southport Park (in vans)


Airboat tour of Lake Toho; hands-on aquatic plant identification/discussion of Florida’s freshwater habitats and impacts being made by hydrilla and hygrophila infestations

· Colette Jacono (UF/IFAS) Ecology of native vs invasive plants

· Ed Harris (FWC) A day in the life of a plant manager; user conflicts, snail kites, etc.


Drive back to Study Center (in vans)



Lunch (provided): Pollo Tropical



First-hand experience with invasive plant research in Osceola County (Jeremy Slade)



Plant ID Challenge (with live plants) – Rob Horsburgh



Why Manage Invasive Plants? (FL Invasive Plant Education Initiative Presentation)




Hydrilla Game Activity (Amy Giannotti – FWC Regional Biologist)



Osceola County Hydrilla and Hygrophila Grant (Stacia Hetrick)




Snail Kites on Lake Toho (Janelle Brush)
End 4:00 p
Amy Richard: End day with Plant ID Challenge results & prizes, PSA examples… a preview of what’s coming tomorrow.  (Be ready to be creative tomorrow!)  
July 9 (Thursday)  
Creative Techniques for Teaching About Invasive Species    

Location: To be Determined.
9:00 a  
Housekeeping/announcements, etc. (Stacia Hetrick)


A Fish Tale new media presentation/lesson (i.e., dissolved oxygen and plants in Florida’s freshwater lakes); review and comment on draft lab activity. 

Project WILD and “Don’t Let It Loose” (Jenny Guerra from Everglades National Park on behalf of Lori Haynes/FWC) 

Ice Breaker / Bumper Sticker project and/or World Traveler’s 





LUNCH (provided): Fazoli’s 
End 4:00 p 
New Media: Use the latest technologies to inspire students to create PSAs, virtual posters, and other cool graphic communications. Today we’ll prepare audio/visual presentations about the problems caused from invasive, non-native plants or animals. (Amy Richard – UF/IFAS and Phil Chiocchio - Ringling College of Art and Design) 
July 10 (Friday) 
Project WILD and Wrap-up  
Location: Osceola County Extension Office • 1921 Kissimmee Valley Lane • Kissimmee, FL 34744 • See directions at this link: http://osceola.ifas.ufl.edu • (321) 697-3000
9:00 a
Project WILD training: Aquatic ecosystem activity: combining plants and animals for lessons about invasive species. (Jenny Guerra on behalf of Lori Haynes/ FWC) 



LUNCH (provided): Panera Bread

Aquatic WILD activity – curriculum adaptations (Jenny Guerra on behalf of Lori Haynes / FWC) 

PSA review / go over template (Amy Richard) 

Premiere viewing of new teacher created PSAs and discuss methodology to make this happen in the classroom during 2009-2010 school year.




Wrap-Up: Post-tests, evaluations and Presentation of Certificates of Completion
End 4:00 p 
Guest speaker: Mariella Dorr.  Round Robin: How will you use this new knowledge in your classroom?
  


Questions? Call Stacia Hetrick at 321-697-3036
Stacia Hetrick
Faculty, Aquatics
UF/IFAS Osceola County Extension

1921 Kissimmee Valley Lane

Kissimmee, FL 34744

321-697-3036
321-697-3010 fax

shet@osceola.org 
http://osceola.ifas.ufl.edu

http://SolutionsForYourLife.com

A few more details about the upcoming Training
· Meals – Lunch, drinks and snacks will be provided each day. However, you will be on your own for breakfast and dinner. 
· Transportation to field trip locations will be provided.  We will be meeting at Osceola Heritage Park on Tuesday and Friday and at the Osceola Schools Environmental Study Center (Scrub Unit) on Wednesday.  Thursday’s location is yet to be determined.
· We recommend you bring the following items:

o Hat / Sunscreen

o Camera / binoculars

o In-service paperwork (if needed by your school district)

o Insect repellent

o Long-sleeve shirt for field trips

o Loose-fitting comfortable pants for field trips

o Socks / old shoes for field trips

o Lots of energy!

Please don’t hesitate to call or write with any questions/suggestions: shet@osceola.org




A friendly reminder: If you need to cancel, for any reason, please do so as soon as possible. Also, please plan to attend the entire workshop. We can only provide in-service points to participants who participate the entire 4 days.
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