
Snail kites are critically endangered birds but can be seen in a small handful of Central Florida lakes and wetlands.

Can you spot these rare birds?

Snail kites often nest in cattails. 
Nests are fragile and can be 
damaged by wind and waves 
from storms and boats.

You can help save the snail kite 
by avoiding nesting areas. 
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Rostrhamus sociabilis
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the water looking for snails. Look 
for a white patch at the base of 
the tail and a hooked bill. 

Did You Know?

In recent years, Lake Tohopekaliga 
and other lakes in the Kissimmee 
Chain have become some of the 
few spots left where snail kites are 
nesting.

There are only an estimated 650 
birds left in the USA, and all of 
them are in Florida.

Snail kites only eat apple snails.  
They use their sharp, curved 
bills to pluck the snails from their 
shells.
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