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Ricinus communis castor bean Ricinus communis castor bean

RICICOMM/RICO3

Appearance: Many-branched, annual or perennial shrub, 
tree or herb, 1-5 m (3.3–16.5 ft) tall.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, coarse, to 40 cm (15.5 in) wide; 
7-9 coarsely serrate palmate lobes, with long petiole at-
tached near center of lower leaf surface.

Flowers: Conspicuous, upright spikes; sepals 5; petals 0; 
male flowers yellow; female flowers pink to pinkish red; 
appearing nearly year-round.

Fruit: A red, green, or bluish spiny capsule, 1-2 cm  
(0.4–0.8 in) in diameter, with white to tan. Very poisonous 
seeds.

Ecological threat:
FLEPPC Category II—Invasive 
exotics that have increased in 
abundance or frequency but 
have not yet altered Florida 
plant communities to the 
extent shown by Category I 
species.

Distribution: NW, NE, C, SW, SE


