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Oeceoclades maculata (Lindl.) Lindl. 

Common Name: Monk orchid, lawn orchid, ground orchid, African 
spotted orchid
Synonymy: Eulophia maculata (Lindl.) Rchb.f.
Origin: Tropical Africa and Brazil
Botanical Description: Terrestrial or epilithic herb to 40 cm (16 in) tall 
in flower; rhizomatous; appearing stemless but with psuedobulbs 
(shortened, swollen stems). Pseudobulbs ovoid, clustered, to 4 cm 
(1.5 in) long, each producing a single leaf. Leaf glossy, dark green, 
with silvery gray mottling, to 30 cm (12 in) long and 5 cm (2 in) 
wide, fleshy, stiff textured, oblong-lanceolate to elliptic; margin en-
tire, base appearing petiolate, with petiole 1-8 cm (0.4 to 3.1 in) 
long, tips acute; leaves slightly folded lengthwise down the middle. 
Inflorescence an erect, simple (or sometimes few-branched) stalk 
to 40 cm (16 in tall), bearing 5-20 small flowers that open a few at 
a time. Flowers to 1.5 cm (0.6 in) across, petals and sepals similar, 
slightly cupped, elliptic, to 10 cm (4 in) long, light brown, cream or 
greenish pink, with one large lower petal (“lip”) deeply 3-lobed and 
white with purple lines; a tubular, bulbous-tipped spur (sac-like 
appendage) protruding from beneath the lip. Stamens, style and 
stigma combined into one structure (“column”), white, to 0.5 cm 
(0.2 in) long. Fruit a pendant (hanging) capsule to 3.2 cm (1.2 in) 
long with abundant, minute seeds.
Ecological Significance: Established in Florida before 1974 either as an 
escape from cultivation or through a range expansion from nearby 
Caribbean islands (Stern 1988). Spread through south Florida in 
less than 10 years, rapidly colonizing hardwood hammocks near 
the coast and inland to distant Everglades tree islands (McCartney 
1983). Reported from over 70 conservation areas throughout 
south Florida from disturbed uplands, pine rocklands, prairie and 
rockland hammocks, pine flatwoods, maritime forests, and hard-
wood hammocks (Gann et al. 2001, FLEPPC 2002). Succeeds in 
harsh conditions, such as in Casuarina leaf litter (Stern 1988). In 
Homestead-area hammocks, the plants are “so thick that it is difficult 
to walk without stepping on some of them” (Stern 1988). Occupies 
a niche in the ground layer of tropical hardwood hammocks in 
North Key Largo where it may interfere with tree species regenera-
tion (Kruer and Taylor 1999). Naturalized throughout the entire 
island of Puerto Rico in only 20 years, and now extremely common 
in shady areas and abandoned coffee plantations (Nir 1988). Able 
to “invade closed, undisturbed forest and does not require human 

disturbance for establishment” (Breckon et al. 1998). Continuing 
to spread rapidly and “has weed-like qualities” (Gonzalez-Diaz and 
Ackerman 1988). Recently discovered in Panama and Costa Rica in 
pristine moist forest at 600 m (1,969 ft) elevation, where plants were 
very abundant terrestrially, on rocks, and along creeks (Grayum 
et al. 2000). Prohibited entry into Western Australia where it is  
considered a “quarantine weed” (Randall 2002).
Distribution: Herbarium specimens documented from Alachua, 
Broward, Collier, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Palm Beach, 
Sarasota, and St. Lucie counties (Wunderlin and Hansen 2002). 
Widely naturalized in many of the Caribbean islands, including 
Cuba, Dominican Republic, Trinidad, Puerto Rico, and remote is-
lands of the Bahamas (McCartney 1983). Spread rapidly from Brazil 
up through Venezuela, across to Bolivia, south to Argentina (Stern 
1988), and into Central America (Grayum et al. 2000). Targeted 
for removal from commercial production by FNGA/TBWG growers 
associations (FNGA 2001). Removed from FLEPPC Category II in 
2003.
Life History: Tolerates a wide range of environmental conditions from 
hot lowlands to cool mountainous regions (Stern 1988). Prefers 
deep shade and maximum photosynthesis occurs in just 5% sun-
light (Johnson 1993). Leaf chlorosis and reduced growth rate may 
occur in over 10% sunlight; however, there was no reduction in 
reproductive effort (Johnson 1993). Tolerates light frosts and is 
found as far north as Alachua County, where it flowers and sets 
seed (Stern 1988). Flowers from August to November in Florida 
(Brown 2002) and can be epilithic, terrestrial or, rarely, epiphytic 
(Correll and Correll 1982). Grows on limestone (McCartney 1983), 
in leaf litter, on decaying wood (Nir 1988), and in humus-rich 
soil (Gonzalez-Diaz and Ackerman 1988). The rapid spread may 
be partially attributed to its self-fertility, as it is not dependant on 
animals for pollination (Nir 1988). Self-pollination is facilitated by 
disturbance such as rain, and unsheltered plants often have higher 
fruit production (Gonzalez-Diaz and Ackerman 1988). On aver-
age only 50% of the flowers set fruit, but each fruit can produce 
thousands of microscopic, wind-dispersed, buoyant seeds that are 
up to 98% fertile (Gonzalez-Diaz and Ackerman 1988). The plants 
develop rapidly and, in favorable conditions, can grow from seed to 
flower in one year (Adamowski 1999).
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