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Phyllostachys aurea Carrière ex Rivière & C.Rivière

Common Name: Golden bamboo, fishpole bamboo
Synonymy: None
Origin: Southern China
Botanical Description: Perennial, clump-forming, rhizomatous bamboo 
to 10 m (33 ft) tall; stems (culms) stiff, erect, to 6 cm (2.3 in) in di-
ameter, green at first but yellowish to brown when mature (however 
may often remain green, especially in wet areas); branches usually 
2 per node with a swollen band beneath each node; lower (basal) 
stem often with crowded nodes at oblique angles forming a zigzag 
pattern and often appearing distorted, upper stem with nodes to 
20 cm (8 in) apart. Stem (culm) leaf sheaths glabrous, sometimes 
brown-spotted, deciduous, margins entire, with two tufts of mar-
ginal hairs at sheath intersection with blade; sheath blade entire, 
lanceolate, wider at base, glabrous inside, rough hairy outside. 
Leaves 1-5 per twig, lanceolate, glabrous above, pubescent along 
lower midrib, to 12 cm (4.8 in) long and 2 cm (0.8 in) wide; mar-
gins with small, hooked teeth, bases wedge-shaped to rounded, tips 
long-pointed. Spikelets sessile, 1-2 at ends of leafy branches, 1-4 
flowers per spikelet; seldom flowering or producing fruit in Florida, 
but mass flowering takes place approximately every 50 years.
NOTE: May be confused with the native giant cane, Arundinaria  
gigantea, which has round stems, however the stems (culms) of 
P. aurea are flattened or deeply grooved on one side above each 
node.
Ecological Significance: Introduced to the southern United States before 
1870 for ornamental purposes, and also used for erosion control and 
soil stabilization (Borowski et al. 1996). Currently the most widely 
cultivated species of bamboo in the United States (Haubrich 1987). 
An extremely aggressive spreader in the southeastern United States 
(Roberds 2002). Persists or readily escapes from cultivation and 
forms large, dense stands that exclude other vegetation (Borowski 
et al. 1996). Groves of up to 4 ha (10 ac) have been reported (Young 
1945), with low-growing branches and culms growing tightly  
together and forming almost impenetrable stands. Invasive in several 

natural areas in Florida, including Twin Rivers State Forest and 
Spring Hammock Preserve, where it forms dense thickets around 
sinkholes, in hardwood forests, and pine flatwoods (FLEPPC 2002). 
Locally abundant populations reported from DeLeon Springs State 
Park where it has been “removed by the dump truck load” (Burgess, 
pers. comm.). A stand several hundred feet long was documented 
from Seminole County growing along the roadside and invading ad-
jacent moist woods (FTG). Found in floodplains and along streams 
in the Chattahoochee River basin in Georgia (GDNR 2000), and in 
dry to mesic upland forests in Illinois (Basinger 1999). Naturalized 
in several temperate areas of New South Wales (Jacobs and Hastings 
1993), and on the backside of coastal dunes in Queensland, 
Australia (Batianoff and Franks 1998a). The strong, woody stems 
are often used for fishing poles and walking sticks; young shoots 
are edible (Shilin et al. 1994).
Distribution: Herbarium specimens documented from Seminole 
County (Wunderlin and Hansen 2002) and also reported from 
Hamilton and Madison counties (FLEPPC 2002). Widespread 
in Texas, and naturalized in Louisiana, Mississippi (Borowski 
et al. 1996), Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Maryland, North 
Carolina, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia (USDA 
NRCS 2002). Escaped in Central and South America (MOBOT). 
Considered an environmental weed in New Zealand (LRNZ 2001) 
and Australia (Groves and Hosking 1997).
Life History: Fast growing, forms monocultural stands, and tolerates 
shade (Basinger 1999) to full sun (Haubrich 1987). Vigorous colo-
nizer, and forms large colonies that may persist for long periods 
of time (Borowski et al. 1996). Tolerates temperatures to -17°C 
(0°F; Haubrich 1987) and is drought tolerant. Prefers well-drained 
soil (Roberds 2002) and will not withstand waterlogged condi-
tions. Tolerates a variety of soil types and can stabilize steep slopes 
(Roberds 2002). Spreads by creeping rhizomes (runners); flowers 
more often than most bamboos, but produces little seed (Young 
1945).
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