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Solanum jamaicense Mill. 

Common Name: Jamaican nightshade
Synonymy: None
Origin: Central and northern South America, West Indies 
Botanical Description: Many-branched, sprawling shrub to 3 m (10 
ft) and covered with dense, star-shaped hairs; stems flexuous and 
armed with numerous, short, recurved prickles. Leaves alternate or 
sub-opposite, in pairs or solitary, sessile or nearly so, densely pubes-
cent and often with prickles along lower midribs, broadly ovate to 
obovate, angularly lobed to entire; bases narrowly wedged-shaped 
and extending downward onto the stem, tips acute. Flowers white, 
inconspicuous, in few-flowered, sessile, axillary clusters; corolla 
with 5 recurved, linear to triangular lobes. Fruit a globose berry, 
glabrous, red, glossy, to 0.8 cm (0.3 in) across; containing many 
oblong, flattened, orange seeds to 2 mm (0.08 in) across.
NOTE: Differs from other armed Solanum species by having  
angular-lobed, essentially sessile leaves.
Ecological Significance: First reported along roadsides and woods in 
peninsular Florida in 1933 (Small 1933), and found as a rare escape 
in central Florida by 1968 (D’Arcy 1974). Possibly naturalized from 
the West Indies via bird-dispersed seeds (D’Arcy 1974). Noted as 
“becoming a noxious weed” in some areas of central Florida, and 
colonizing cypress swamps and lake edges in Orange and Osceola 

counties (D’Arcy 1974). Found as an escape in pastures and ditch 
banks (FTG), and frequently occurring in wooded areas at Buck 
Island Ranch in Highlands County (FLAS). Colonizes edges of 
bald cypress wetlands near Lake Hatchineha and forms thickets on  
lakeside berms in Disney Wilderness Preserve (FLEPPC 2002, 
USF). Noted as a “common weedy shrub of the Caribbean coast 
region” (Gentry and Standley 1974). A common weed in Thailand, 
and weedy in India and Mauritius (Holm et al. 1979). Fruits are 
considered toxic (Hawkes et al. 1991). 
Distribution: Herbarium specimens documented from Highlands, 
Orange, Osceola (Wunderlin and Hansen 2002), and Polk counties 
(USF). Also occurs in Puerto Rico (USDA NRCS 2002). Targeted 
for removal from commercial production by FNGA/TBWG growers 
associations (FNGA 2001).
Life History: Native to the West Indies and well adapted to south and 
central Florida climates (D’Arcy 1974). Usually occurs in moist ar-
eas, and is found in thickets and disturbed sites in its native range 
(D’Arcy 1968). Tolerates high to low light conditions and a vari-
ety of habitats, including tropical moist forests, premontane wet  
forests, rain forests, and open clearings (Croat 1978). Fruits are 
bird-dispersed (D’Arcy 1974).
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