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Figure 1 Cat-tails 

 

 
 
 
 
Name: ________________________________ Class Period: _______________ Date: ____________________ 
 
 
Directions:  Read the following passage.  Answer the questions below after the reading passage in complete 
sentences. 
 

ore than 4000 plant species are known to live and grow in Florida. The 
majority of them, about 3000, are native plants. They are considered 
native because they naturally occur here and have historically been 

part of Florida’s environment for a very long time—perhaps thousands of years. 
Another criterion used for native plants: they were not introduced by humans, 
intentionally or accidentally.  

Native plants, also known as indigenous plants, evolved right along 
with the animals and organisms in our various habitats, both aquatic and 
terrestrial, and provide important ecological functions. They offer food and 
shelter to all sorts of wildlife; they stabilize soils in lake bottoms, coastal 
shorelines, fields and forests; and provide visual pleasure to those of us lucky 
enough to live here.  

Because a native plant species usually does not take over an area, 
there is biodiversity—a great number of species growing together in balance 
within an ecosystem. This biodiversity is possible because each native species 
is constrained in its growth by a number of natural factors including 1) 
competition with other native species, 2) native diseases, 3) predation by 
feeding native insects and other animals, 4) climate, and 5) water level 
fluctuations. 

Native plants rarely become too abundant in an area. However, 
sometimes when a site becomes disturbed from construction or a newly dug ditch, or when natural water level 
fluctuations have been altered by man-made drainage systems or dams, then certain native plants can become 
“weedy.” For example, our native cat-tails are famous for quickly filling in wet areas that have been disturbed or 
altered. They are often the dominant plant in man-made ponds and ditches. In the Everglades, cat-tails are crowding 
out the saw grass, another desirable native. It is believed that man-made alterations in water levels have given a 
growth advantage to cat-tails over the grass (i.e., water levels are staying the same for too long). It’s important to note 
that even though native plants can become problematic at times, they are not considered invasive. 

 
 
Native Plants Reading Activity (HS) – answer in complete sentences. 
 

1. What examples can you find that describe how native plants are important to our state’s ecological well being? 
 
Native plants are important to our state’s ecological well being because they offer food and shelter to 
all sorts of wildlife.  They also stabilize soils in lake bottoms, coastal shorelines, fields and forests and 
provide visual pleasure. 

 
2. Theorize what you think would be the result if native plants were not constrained by natural factors. 

 
If native plants were not constrained by natural factors they would become too abundant in an area 
and not grow in balance within an ecosystem. 
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3. Explain in what way native plants can become problematic. 

 
Native plants can become “weedy” when sites become disturbed from construction or a newly dug 
ditch or when natural water level fluctuations have been altered by man-made drainage systems or 
dams. 

 
 
Next Generation Sunshine State Standards  
 
9th - 12th Grades 
SC.912.L.14.53:  Discuss basic classification and characteristics of plants. Identify bryophytes, pteridophytes, gymnosperms, 
and angiosperms. 
 
Common Core State Standards 
 
9th – 10th Grade 
 
Common 
Core Code 

FL Common Core 
Code Common Core Standard 

RI.9-10.1 LAFS.910.RI.1.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.9-10.4 LAFS.910.RI.2.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 

L.9-10.4 LAFS.910.L.3.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.9-10.6 LAFS.910.L.3.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression 

RST.9-10.4 LAFS.910.RST.2.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases as 
they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 9–10 texts and topics. 

 
11th – 12th Grade 
 

RI.11-12.1 LAFS.1112.RI.1.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 

RI.11-12.4 LAFS.1112.RI.2.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a 
key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 
10). 

L.11-12.4 LAFS.1112.L.3.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.11-12.6 LAFS.1112.L.3.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient 
for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

RST.11-12.4 LAFS.1112.RST.2.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases as 
they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 11–12 texts and topics. 

 


