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Name: _______________________________ Class Period: _______________ Date: ___________________ 

Directions:  Read the following passage and then answer the questions below in complete sentences. 

here are many thousands of plant species in the United States, with 

more than 4000 identified and known to be in Florida. Nearly 3000 of 

those plant species occur naturally; they were not introduced by 

humans, intentionally or accidentally. This means they are considered to be 

native plants. Native plants, also known as indigenous plants, evolved right 

along with the numerous animals and organisms within Florida’s various 

habitats and provide important ecological functions. They provide food and 

shelter; they stabilize soils in lake bottoms, shorelines, fields and forests; and 

they provide visual pleasure to those of us lucky enough to live here.  

Because a native plant species usually does not take over an area, 

there is biodiversity in the ecosystem; a great number of species are able to 

grow in harmony with one another.  

Native species are prevented from growing too abundantly by a number of natural factors. Competition 

for nutrients and water (from other native plant species) keeps them under control. Native animals and insects 

eat our native plants for food and so they also naturally limit their population. Plant diseases, climate and water 

level fluctuations help maintain native populations, as well. It’s all part of one big balancing act.  

 

Native Plants Reading Activity (MS) – answer in complete sentences. 

1. What is the relationship between natural factors and native plants? 
 
Natural factors keep native plants from growing too abundantly. 

 
2. What important ecological functions do native plants provide? 

 
Native plants provide food and shelter; stabilize soils in lake bottoms, shorelines, fields and 
forests and visual pleasure. 

 
 

3. What is the percentage of native plants compared to non-native plants in Florida? 
 
The percentage of native plants to non-native plants is 75% out of 100%.  (3000/4000 = ¾ = 75%) 
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Common Core State Standards  
 
6th Grade 
 
Common 
Core Code 

FL Common Core 
Code Common Core Standard 

RI.6.1 LAFS.6.RI.1.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what  text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from text. 

RI.6.4 LAFS.6.RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings. 

SL.6.1 LAFS.6.SL.1.1 
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

L.6.4 LAFS.6.L.3.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.6.6 LAFS.6.L.3.6 
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

RST.6.4 LAFS.68.RST.2.4 Determine meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases as  
used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 6–8 texts and topics. 

 
7th Grade 
 

RI.7.1 LAFS.7.RI.1.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.7.4 LAFS.7.RI.2.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 
meaning and tone. 

L.7.4 LAFS.7.L.3.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.7.6 LAFS.7.L.3.6 
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

RST.7.4 LAFS.68.RST.2.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases 
as used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 6–8 texts and topics. 

 
8th Grade 
 

RI.8.1 LAFS.8.RI.1.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.8.4 LAFS.8.RI.2.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

L.8.4 LAFS.8.L.3.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based 
on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.8.6 LAFS.8.L.3.6 
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

RST.8.4 LAFS.68.RST.2.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases 
as used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 6–8 texts and topics. 

 


