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Name: ______________________________   Class Period: ________    Date: _________________ 
 
Read the following paragraphs from the Silent Invaders presentation:   
 

About 3,000 of Florida’s terrestrial and aquatic plant species are native plants.  Native 
plants were here before Columbus arrived.  For thousands of years, native plants 
adapted themselves to Florida’s natural environment.  All sorts of animals and insects 
rely on native plants for food and habitat.  Florida’s wildlife and climate keep native 
plants from becoming too abundant.   

 
These native plant communities began to change, however, once people began 
traveling to and from other regions, countries, and continents.  As people arrived from 
far-away lands, they often brought plants to grow in their new home.  When a plant is 
taken beyond its original, historic range and introduced to a new area, it’s known as a 
non-native plant.  In Florida, about 1000 plant species have arrived since the time of 
Christopher Columbus.  These plants are considered to be non-native.  

 
Now answer questions 1-3. Base your answers on the paragraphs.   
 
 

 The information in these paragraphs would be most useful in a presentation about… 

 
A. The history of Florida's wetland plants and animals. 

B. The ways that Florida animals depend on native plants. 

C. The changes in Florida's plant communities since Columbus. 
D. The affects of introducing non-native plants into Florida gardens. 

 
Answer:  C 
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 Based on your viewing of the Silent Invaders presentation, why do you think the author 
chose the title, Silent Invaders? 

 

F. Florida landscapers are secretly importing non-native plants.  

G. Non-native plants take over a habitat before anyone notices. 
H. Plants are quiet, so no one realizes that they are invading. 

I. Talking about the invasive plant problem won’t help to fix it. 

 
Answer:  G   
 
 

 Read this sentence from the Silent Invaders presentation:   

“Non-native plants can become invasive when they have no natural 
predators in their new habitat.” 

 
According to this sentence, which of the following makes a plant “non-native”? 

 

A. It has no natural predators in its habitat. 

B. It is taking over its new habitat. 

C. It has been introduced into a new habitat. 
D. It introduces new predators into a habitat.  

 
Answer:  C   
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Common Core State Standards 
 
6th Grade 
Common 
Core Code 

FL Common 
Core Code Common Core Standard 

RI.6.1 LAFS.6.RI.1.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from text. 

RI.6.3 LAFS.6.RI.1.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text 
(e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

RI.6.4 LAFS.6.RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, 
and technical meanings. 

RI.6.10 LAFS.6.RI.4.10   By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

L.6.4 LAFS.6.L.3.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.6.6 LAFS.6.L.3.6 
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension 
or expression. 

RST.6.1 LAFS.68.RST.1.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts. 

RST.6-8.4 LAFS.68.RST.2.4 Determine meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases as  used in a 
specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 6–8 texts and topics. 

RST.6-8.6 LAFS.68.RST.2.6 Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing an 
experiment in a text. 

 
7th Grade 

RI.7.1 LAFS.7.RI.1.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.7.4 LAFS.7.RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, 
and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

RI.7.10 LAFS.7.RI.4.10   By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

L.7.4 LAFS.7.L.3.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.7.6 LAFS.7.L.3.6 
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension 
or expression. 

RST.7.1 LAFS.68.RST.1.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts. 

RST.6-8.4 LAFS.68.RST.2.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases as used in 
a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 6–8 texts and topics. 

RST.6-8.6 LAFS.68.RST.2.6 Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing an 
experiment in a text. 

 
8th Grade 

RI.8.1 LAFS.8.RI.1.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.8.4 LAFS.8.RI.2.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, 
and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 
analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RI.8.10 LAFS.8.RI.4.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 

L.8.4 LAFS.8.L.3.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.8.6 LAFS.8.L.3.6 
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension 
or expression. 

RST.8.1 LAFS.68.RST.1.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts. 

RST.8.4 LAFS.68.RST.2.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases as used in 
a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 6–8 texts and topics. 

RST.6-8.6 LAFS.68.RST.2.6 Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing an 
experiment in a text. 

 


