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Read the following paragraphs from the Silent Invaders presentation.   
 

About 3,000 of Florida’s terrestrial and aquatic plant species are native plants.  Native 
plants were here before Columbus arrived.  For thousands of years, native plants 
adapted themselves to Florida’s natural environment.  All sorts of animals and insects 
rely on native plants for food and habitat.  Florida’s wildlife and climate keep native 
plants from becoming too abundant.   

 
These native plant communities began to change, however, once people began 
traveling to and from other regions, countries, and continents.  As people arrived from 
far-away lands, they often brought plants to grow in their new home.  When a plant is 
taken beyond its original, historic range and introduced to a new area, it’s known as a 
non-native plant.  In Florida, about 1000 plant species have arrived since the time of 
Christopher Columbus.  These plants are considered to be non-native.  

 
Now answer questions 1-3. Base your answers on the paragraphs. Please circle your 
answer.   
 
 

 

 Based on your reading of these paragraphs, which of the following accurately 
describes NATIVE plants? 

 
A.      Native plants began to grow in Florida after Columbus arrived. 

B.      Native plants have been transported beyond their natural range. 

C.      Native plants are well adapted to Florida's many habitats. 

D.      Native plants have been introduced from faraway places. 
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 Read these sentences from the Silent Invaders presentation.   
 
 

“In Florida, about 1000 plant species have arrived since the time of 
Christopher Columbus.  These plants are considered to be non-native.”   

 

Based on your reading of these paragraphs, why is Christopher Columbus included in 
the definition of non-native plants? 

 
F.        Columbus brought about 1,000 non-native plants to Florida. 

G.        Florida’s climate began to change soon after Columbus arrived. 

H.        Columbus named most of the New World’s native plant species. 

I.          Columbus opened the New World to travelers from faraway places. 

 
 
 
 

 

 Read this sentence from the Silent Invaders presentation.   
 

“If you’re lucky enough to live near a lake, river, creek, or wetland, be 
sure to look for aquatic plants.”   
 
 

Which of the following provides a good definition of the word “aquatic” as it is used in 
this sentence? 

 
A. Beautiful 

B.      Native 

C.      Luck-bringing 

D.      Water-loving 

 
 


