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Student Name: Native Plant 

 
Plant Name 
 
Provide both scientific (genus/species)  and 
common names 
 

 

 
Habitat (terrestrial, aquatic, swamp, 
marsh, wetland, etc.) 
 

 

 

Characteristics: 
General appearance: 
Is it a tree, shrub, vine?  
Emersed, floating, submersed, etc.? 
 
Is it woody or herbaceous? 
Is the leaf simple or divided?  
Leaf size? 
Is the leaf “blade” smooth or rough 
(toothed)? 
Are there hairs on leaf or stem? 
 
Describe leaf tips, leaf base, leaf 
arrangement etc 

 

 
Describe flowers and/or fruit 

 

 
Reproduction Method  

 

 
Location/Region in Florida 
(NW, NE, Central, SW, SE) 

 

 
Environmental & Economic 
Impacts: How are the plants used by 
animals and humans? 
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Student Name: Non-native Plant 

 
Plant Name 
 
Provide both scientific (genus/species)  and 
common names 
 

 

 
Habitat (terrestrial, aquatic, swamp, 
marsh, wetland, etc.) 
 

 

 
Characteristics: 

 

General appearance: 
Is it a tree, shrub, vine?  
Emersed, floating, submersed, etc.? 
Is it woody or herbaceous? 
Is the leaf simple or divided?  
Leaf size? 
Is the leaf “blade” smooth or rough?  
 
Are there hairs on leaf or stem? 
Describe leaf tips, leaf base, leaf 
arrangement etc.  
 

 

 
Describe flowers and/or fruit 

 

 
Reproduction Method  

 

 
Location/Region in Florida 
(NW, NE, Central, SW, SE) 

 

 
Environmental & Economic 
Impacts: How are the plants used by 
animals and humans? 
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Student Name: Invasive Plant 

 
Plant Name 
 
Provide both scientific (genus/species)  
and common names 
 

 

 
Habitat (terrestrial, aquatic, swamp, 
marsh, wetland, etc.) 
 

 

 
Characteristics: 

 

General appearance: 
Is it a tree, shrub, vine?  
Emersed, floating, submersed, etc.? 
Is it woody or herbaceous? 
Is the leaf simple or divided?  
Leaf size? 
Is the leaf “blade” smooth or rough?  
 
Are there hairs on leaf or stem? 
Describe leaf tips, leaf base, leaf 
arrangement etc.  
 

 

 
Describe flowers and/or fruit 

 

 
Reproduction Method  

 

 
Location/Region in Florida 
(NW, NE, Central, SW, SE) 

 

 
Environmental & Economic 
Impacts: How are the plants used 
by animals and humans? 
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Next Generation Sunshine State Standards  
 
6th Grade 
SC.6.L.15.1:   Analyze and describe how and why organisms are classified according to shared characteristics with 
emphasis on the Linnaean system combined with the concept of Domains. 
 
Common Core State Standards 
 
6th Grade 

Common 
Core Code 

FL Common Core 
Code Common Core Standard 

RI.6.1 LAFS.6.RI.1.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from text. 

RI.6.4 LAFS.6.RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

RI.6.7 LAFS.6.RI.3.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) 
as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

W.6.2 LAFS.6.W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.6.2a LAFS.6.W.1.2a 

Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as 
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

W.6.2b LAFS.6.W.1.2b Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 

W.6.2d LAFS.6.W.1.2d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

W.6.9 LAFS.6.W.3.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

W.6.9b LAFS.6.W.3.9b   
Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by 
reasons and evidence from claims that are not”). 

RST.6-8.1 LAFS.68.RST.1.1   Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts. 

RST.6-8.4 LAFS.68.RST.2.4   
Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 6–
8 texts and topics. 

RST.6-8.7 LAFS.68.RST.3.7 
Integrate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text with a version 
of that information expressed visually (e.g., in a flowchart, diagram, model, graph, or 
table). 

WHST.6-8.4 LAFS.68.WHST.2.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

WHST.6-8.7 LAFS.68.WHST.3.7 
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused 
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

WHST.6-8.8 LAFS.68.WHST.3.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation. 

WHST.6-8.9 LAFS.68.WHST.3.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
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7th Grade 

RI.7.1 LAFS.7.RI.1.1   Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.7.4 LAFS.7.RI.2.4 
Determine meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze impact of a specific word choice on 
meaning and tone. 

W.7.2 LAFS.7.W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.7.2a LAFS.7.W.1.2a 

Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 
information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and 
cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

W.7.2b LAFS.7.W.1.2b Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 

W.7.2d LAFS.7.W.1.2d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

W.7.9 LAFS.7.W.3.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

W.7.9b LAFS.7.W.3.9b 
Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and 
the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”). 

RST.6-8.1 LAFS.68.RST.1.1   Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts. 

RST.6-8.4 LAFS.68.RST.2.4   
Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 6–
8 texts and topics. 

RST.6-8.7 LAFS.68.RST.3.7 
Integrate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text with a version 
of that information expressed visually (e.g., in a flowchart, diagram, model, graph, or 
table). 

WHST.6-8.4 LAFS.68.WHST.2.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

WHST.6-8.7 LAFS.68.WHST.3.7 
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused 
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

WHST.6-8.8 LAFS.68.WHST.3.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation. 

WHST.6-8.9 LAFS.68.WHST.3.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
 
8th Grade 
 

RI.8.1 LAFS.8.RI.1.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

W.8.2 LAFS.8.W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

W.8.2a LAFS.8.W.1.2a 
Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 
information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

W.8.2b LAFS.8.W.1.2b Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples. 

W.8.2d LAFS.8.W.1.2d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 
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W.8.9 LAFS.8.W.3.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

W.8.9b LAFS.8.W.3.9b 

Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and 
the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is 
introduced”). 

RST.6-8.1 LAFS.68.RST.1.1   Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts. 

RST.6-8.4 LAFS.68.RST.2.4   
Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 6–
8 texts and topics. 

RST.6-8.7 LAFS.68.RST.3.7 
Integrate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text with a version 
of that information expressed visually (e.g., in a flowchart, diagram, model, graph, or 
table). 

WHST.6-8.4 LAFS.68.WHST.2.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

WHST.6-8.7 LAFS.68.WHST.3.7 
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused 
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

WHST.6-8.8 LAFS.68.WHST.3.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation. 

WHST.6-8.9 LAFS.68.WHST.3.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
 
9th – 10th Grade 
 

RI.9-10.1 LAFS.910.RI.1.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

W.9-10.2 LAFS.910.W.1.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 

W.9-10.2a LAFS.910.W.1.2a 
Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make 
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics 
(e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

W.9-10.2b LAFS.910.W.1.2b 
Develop topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the 
audience’s knowledge of  topic. 

W.9-10.2d LAFS.910.W.1.2d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of 
the topic. 

W.9-10.9 LAFS.910.W.3.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

W.9-10.9b LAFS.910.W.3.9b 

Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and 
evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious reasoning”). 

RST.9-10.1 LAFS.910.RST.1.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts, 
attending to the precise details of explanations or descriptions. 

RST.9-10.4 LAFS.910.RST.2.4 
Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to 
grades 9–10 texts and topics. 

RST.9-10.7 LAFS.910.RST.3.7 
Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text into 
visual form (e.g., a table or chart) and translate information expressed visually or 
mathematically (e.g., in an equation) into words. 
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RST.9-10.9 LAFS.910.RST.3.9 
Compare and contrast findings presented in a text to those from other sources 
(including their own experiments), noting when the findings support or contradict 
previous explanations or accounts. 

RST.9-10.10 LAFS.910.RST.4.10 By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend science/technical texts in the grades 
9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently 

WHST.9-10.4 LAFS.910.WHST.2.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

WHST.9-10.7 LAFS.910.WHST.3.7 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden inquiry 
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

WHST.9-10.8 LAFS.910.WHST.3.8   

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in 
answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 

WHST.9-10.9 LAFS.910.WHST.3.9   Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
11th – 12th Grade 
 

W.11-12.2 LAFS.1112.W.1.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 

W.11-12.2b LAFS.1112.W.1.2b 
Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

W.11-12.2d LAFS.1112.W.1.2d Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 

W.11-12.9 LAFS.1112.W.3.9 Draw evidence form literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 

W.11-12.9b LAFS.1112.W.3.9b 

Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and 
evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of 
constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court 
Case majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments 
in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses]”). 

RST.11-12.4 LAFS.1112.RST.2.4 
Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words 
and phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to 
grades 11–12 texts and topics. 

WHST.11-12.4 LAFS.1112.WHST.2.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

WHST.11-12.8 LAFS.1112.WHST.3.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each 
source in terms of the specific task, purpose, and audience; integrate information 
into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation. 

WHST.11-12.9 LAFS.1112.WHST.3.9   Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 
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