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Purpose: Learn to identify characteristics of aquatic plants and their habitats through observation and discussion. 
Become familiar with new vocabulary including the terms native, non-native and invasive plants.  
 
Step 1:  Plant Terminology Match-Up 
 
Review the words in the left-hand column. Match them with the correct description or definition from the right-
hand column. This can be done by individuals, or small groups or as a problem-solving activity for the class. 
 
 
H   1.  emersed plants A.  plants that were here before the time of Christopher Columbus  
 
 
E    2.  submersed plants  B.  plants that live in, on, or near the water 
 
 
F    3.  floating-leaved plants C.  plants that are not attached to the bottom sediments; they get their 

nutrients directly from the water 
 

 
C   4.  free floating plants D.  plants that live on dry land 
 
 
B   5.  aquatic plants E.  plants that grow primarily below the water surface 
 
 
D  6.  terrestrial plants F.  a plant that may or may not be attached to the bottom, but has leaves 

that float on the surface of the water 
 
 
A  7.  native plant G.  a plant species growing in an area outside its original, historic range 

(exotic); a plant species brought to Florida after the time of Columbus 
 
I    8. invasive plant H.  plants that grow out of the water; they are rooted to the bottom, but 

their stems, leaves and flowers are above the water. Note: Sometimes 
these plants are found out of the water, near the shoreline or in areas that flood. 

 
G  9. non-native plant I.  a non-native plant that causes environmental or ecological harm 
 
 
 
 
Step 2:  Assemble Freshwater Plants Jigsaw Puzzle 
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Common Core State Standards  
 
4th Grade 
Common Core 
Code 

FL Common 
Core Code Common Core Standard 

RI.4.1 LAFS.4.RI.1.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 

RI.4.4 LAFS.4.RI.2.4   Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 

RF.4.3 LAFS.4.RF.3.3   Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

RF.4.3a LAFS.4.RF.4.4a 
Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context 
and out of context. 

RF.4.4 LAFS.4.RF.4.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
RF.4.4a LAFS.4.RF.4.4a Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

RF.4.4c LAFS.4.RF.4.4c Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

SL.4.1 LAFS.4.SL.1.1 
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led)with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 

SL.4.2 LAFS.4.SL.1.2   Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

L.4.3 LAFS.4.L.2.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

L.4.4 LAFS.4.L.3.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based 
on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.4.4a LAFS.4.L.3.4a Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 

L.4.4b LAFS.4.L.3.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a 
word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

L.4.6 LAFS.4.L.3.6 

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, 
whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and 
endangered when discussing animal preservation). 

 
5th Grade 

RI.5.1 LAFS.5.RI.1.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

RI.5.4 LAFS.5.RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 

RF.5.3 LAFS.5.RF.3.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

RF.5.3a LAFS.5.RF.3.3a 
Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context 
and out of context. 

RF.5.4 LAFS.5.RF.4.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
RF.5.4a LAFS.5.RF.4.4a Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

RF.5.4c LAFS.5.RF.4.4c Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

SL.5.1 LAFS.5.SL.1.1   
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 

SL.5.2 LAFS.5.SL.1.2 Summarize written a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

L.5.3 LAFS.5.L.2.3   Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

L.5.4 LAFS.5.L.3.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based 
on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.5.4a LAFS.5.L.3.4a Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase. 

L.5.4b LAFS.5.L.3.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a 
word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis). 

L.5.6 LAFS.5.L.3.6   
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., 
however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition). 

 


