
I started working for Vic Ramey at the UF/IFAS Center 
for Aquatic Weeds in a part-time, temporary position in 1983 
while a student at UF. The index card on the bulletin board 
said someone who could type was needed. I had never heard 
of aquatic weeds. I had hoped to get a degree that would 
enable me to work outdoors as my passion is nature and being 
outside. However, my lack of science and math background 
and the fact that I was a “student [10 years] over the traditional 
age” soon pushed me towards my natural skills (and easier 
courses) in the English Department. In December 1987, I had 
graduated and was still working at the Center, now fascinated 
by aquatic plants and the science surrounding them, and 
was hired in a full-time position.  And 30 years later, to my 
astonishment, I am about to retire from the same place. Thanks 
to some of the numerous projects I have been involved in, I 
did have some opportunities to work in the great outdoors. 
A multi-year grant to create video ID segments on aquatic 
plants sent me out into aquatic areas all over the state with 
videographer, Phil Chiocchio, and coordinator, Vic Ramey. 
We met a lot of aquatic plant managers who took us wherever 
we needed to go to shoot plants both above and below water. 
They waited patiently while we got every plant part and every 
angle…twice. We visited springs, rivers, lakes, and reservoirs 
and saw otters, manatees, alligators, and turtles. The end result 
was a lot of new friendships and memories and more than 
100 plant ID videos, now very dated looking but still useful 
on the Center’s many webpages. Since I spent the rest of my 
time on the burgeoning Aquatic Plant Information Retrieval 
System (APIRS), I attended graduate school part-time and 
earned a Master’s degree in Library and Information Science 
(MLIS) from the University of South Florida in 2001. With 
the untimely passing of Vic Ramey in 2005, I assumed the 
position of Coordinator of the Center’s Information Office. 
Since then, I have managed and contributed to the Center’s 
primary website, subsequent websites on the Invasive Plant 
Education Initiative and Plant Management in Florida 
Waters, and continue to work on APIRS. I also edit the 
AQUAPHYTE newsletter, with this being the 35th year of its 
publication. In addition, I branched out to become a member 
of numerous related professional organizations. I edited the 
quarterly magazine, Wildland Weeds, for the Florida Exotic 
Pest Plant Council (FLEPPC) from 2003 – 2014, and have 
been an officer since 2003. I have been a board member of 
the Southeast Exotic Pest Plant Council (SE-EPPC) for many 
years and currently serve as President. I have been on the board 
of the Florida Aquatic Plant Management Society off and on 
from 2011 to the present and continue to edit their Aquatics 
magazine as needed. I assist as the Website Committee chair 
for the national Aquatic Plant Management Society. 

I’ve been able to attend a lot of great conferences over 
the years and will miss meeting colleagues and learning 
more about invasive plants. The highlight was representing 
the Center in 2002 at the 11th International Symposium on 
Aquatic Weeds at the European Weed Research Society in 
Landes, FRANCE. For some reason (who cares?), both our 
director, Dr. Randall Stocker, and internationally known 
aquatic weed scientist, Dr. Bill Haller, could not attend and I 
swiftly volunteered. It was an awesome trip where I met many 
colleagues who had been contributing literature to APIRS for 
years.  We heard presentations in French translated to English 
through headphones, and vice versa. I’m sure my presentation 
sounded much more elegant in French but I didn’t have the 
opportunity to hear it. It was a very rewarding and exciting 
trip. 

I still enjoy doing what I do with all the people and groups 
I work with. I’ll miss playing my role in newsletters, list-
serves, websites, conferences and everything in between. I’m 
saddened to leave my aquatic and invasive plant knowledge 
and skills behind but I look forward to more of the nature 
I always craved. The truth is that I always envied your 
jobs. Keep whacking those weeds and doing that research, 
everybody! Your work is crucial, your passion is inspiring, 
and I hold you all in the highest regard.

Karen Brown, Coordinator, Educational Media/Communications 
University of Florida/IFAS
Center for Aquatic and Invasive Plants
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