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Cyperus prolifer Lam. 

Common Name: Dwarf papyrus
Synonymy: C. aequalis Vahl., C. isocladus Kunth., Cyperus papyroides 
Poir.
Origin: Africa
Botanical Description: Clump-forming perennial herb with stout, 
creeping rhizomes and blackish brown roots. Stems (culms)  
3-angled or rounded, bare, to 1 m (3.2 ft) tall. Leaves reduced to 
reddish purple sheaths at base of stem. Inflorescences glossy green, 
10-20 cm (4-8 in) across, with 50-100 long-stalked flower clusters 
(rays) of approximately equal length (4-10 cm; 1.5-4 in) arising 
from the center. Secondary stems (culms) may sprout from the pri-
mary inflorescence and produce new, smaller inflorescences. Tiny 
flowers are arranged in sessile, linear clusters (spikelets) at the ray 
tips. Spikelets digitate (radiating from ray tips like fingers on a 
hand, appearing like a sparkler), light brown, to 12 mm (0.5 in) 
long and 1.4 mm (0.05 in) wide, each with 7-25 flowers. Fruit a 
tiny, triangular, pale brown achene.
Ecological Significance: Introduced as an ornamental for ponds and 
water gardens, and found escaped from cultivation in Hillsborough 
County by 1993 (Burks 1996). Now found in “floating mats and 
occasionally along margins of natural limesink lakes,” and spread-
ing through several lakes in central Florida (Carter et al. 1996). 
Scattered plants found in Wauscon Bay lakes in Orange County 

(FLEPPC 2002). Inhabits swampy ground, marsh, stream edges, or 
seasonally flooded areas in its native range (Haines and Lye 1983, 
Simpson 1994). Sometimes erroneously referred to in nursery trade 
as C. haspan, a Florida native, but C. haspan has weak rhizomes, 
with one or more noticeable leafy bracts subtending the inflores-
cence cluster, and fewer, usually unequal-length rays in flower  
cluster (Simpson 1994).
Distribution: Herbarium specimens documented from Highlands, 
Hillsborough, and Polk counties (Wunderlin and Hansen 2002). 
Found in Nicodemus Slough Conservation Area in Glades County 
(Gann et al. 2001), and also recorded from Pasco and Orange coun-
ties (Burks 1996, FLEPPC 2002). Naturalized in Hawaii (Strong and 
Wagner 1997), Australia (Hnatiuk 1990), and Japan (RIB 2002).
Life History: Tolerates temperatures to 7°C (45°F; Simpson 1994). 
Commonly recommended for landscape use in areas with low tem-
peratures to -3.8°C (25°F), and may be able to survive above the 
frost line in Florida (Burks 1996). Tolerates a variety of soil types, 
but prefers permanently wet soil (Simpson 1994). Reproduces from 
seed and vegetatively (Burks 1996). Spreads by creeping rhizomes 
that send up multiple stems and can form large stands (Simpson 
1994). Stems bearing multiple daughter plants often bend over,  
allowing daughter plants to access soil, take root, and spread to 
form new colonies.
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